The effects of host distributional patterns on parasite transmission: Aedes aegypti larvae and Plagiorchis noblei Cercariae.
The effects of distributional patterns of the host on the acquisition of Plagiorchis noblei cercariae by Aedes aegypti larvae were determined. Mosquito larvae that were allowed to disperse were more susceptible to infection than confined larvae. Because these mosquito larvae are known to aggregate in light and disperse in darkness, they are more likely to acquire P. noblei infections at night. The timing of cercarial emergence in relation to the distributional patterns of the mosquito host is discussed.